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Of course in talking with these French republicans, who
are absorbed in the questions that affect all of us under
popular government, I had a sense of kinship that it was
impossible to feel with men, however high-minded and well-
meaning, whose whole attitude of mind towards these prob-
lems was different from mine. With the French republi-
cans I could on the whole, and in spite of certain points on
which we radically differed, feel a sympathy somewhat akin
to that which I felt in talking with English Liberals. Of
course there are plenty of French republicans, just as there
are plenty of English radicals and American progressives,
with whom I am as completely out of sympathy as with any
ecclesiastic or royalist reactionary. But fundamentally
it is the radical liberal in all three countries with whom I
sympathize. He is at least working toward the end for
which I think we should all of us strive; and when he adds
sanity and moderation to courage and enthusiasm for high
ideals he develops into the kind of statesman whom alone
I can whole-heartedly support. In France I also met a
number of men of letters whom I had really wished to see,
men like Victor Berard and De la G-orce and Boutroux.
What a charming man a charming Frenchman is!

There was one incident which interested me. The French
were bound that I should see some of their troops. I had
at first refused to accept a review, simply because I did
not have the time; but Jusserand finally told me that they
understood that the German Emperor would have a big
review in my honor, and that the French people would take
it amiss if I so acted as to give the impression that while I
believed France had charm and refinement, so that it was
worth while seeing her museums and picture galleries, her
salons, her doctors of the Sorbonne and the Institute, yet
I did not take her military power seriously, nor deem her
soldiers worth seeing; for, said Jusserand, the French
pride themselves upon being a military nation, and admit
no military inferiority to any people, no matter how much
they may also pride themselves upon proficiency in all that
tells for the grace and refinement of life, Of course I